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Rockets Name Rosas Director of Player Personnel and Hire 
Karnisovas to Oversee Global Scouting & International Affairs 

 
HOUSTON – Houston Rockets General Manager Daryl Morey today announced the promotion of Gersson 
Rosas to Director of Player Personnel and the hiring of Arturas Karnisovas as Director of Global Scouting & 
International Affairs. 
 
“Gersson has demonstrated superior decision making and leadership while his role has rapidly expanded,” said 
Morey. “This promotion shows the continued quality of his work as he helps the Rockets pursue a 
championship.” 
 
In his new role, Rosas will be responsible for the evaluation of draft prospects, free agents and potential trades. 
He will also oversee the coordination of national and international scouting activities. Rosas enters his fifth 
season with the Rockets after working last season as the team’s Director of Scouting. Previous to that, Rosas 
served three seasons as the team’s Personnel Video Coordinator/Personnel Scout. 
 
“This is an exciting time to be part of this organization and I would like to thank our owner, Leslie Alexander, 
Daryl Morey and Rick Adelman for the opportunity to take on this new role with our team,” said Rosas. “Growing 
up in Houston during the championship years was a special experience and that same excitement seems to be in 
the air again, so being a part of it at this point in time is very fulfilling.” 
 
Rosas’ experience includes work as a graduate assistant for the men’s basketball team at the University of 
Houston (2003-04), as an assistant coach at Westbury Christian High School (2002-03) and as a basketball 
coordinator for the Venezuelan Basketball Federation during the 2002 World Basketball Championships. 
Additionally, Rosas served as the head coach of the Global Games Prep USA Team during the summer of 2004. 
Rosas, who began his career in scouting as an intern for the Rockets in 2001-02, has also been a camp coach in 
the NBA’s Basketball Without Borders program (2006-08) and at the Reebok RBKU Camp (2006-08). 
 
Karnisovas joins the Rockets after spending the past four and a half years working in the international basketball 
operations department for the NBA. In his new role with the Rockets, Karnisovas will oversee all of the team’s 
international scouting operations. 
 
“The addition of Arturas will allow us to continue to develop our international reach in terms of scouting and 
player evaluation,” said Rosas. “It is always a major benefit anytime you can add an individual to your staff that 
possesses a wealth of international experience and such a well-rounded understanding of the game.” 
 
Prior to his work with the league, Karnisovas was a decorated international player and a two-time Olympic 
bronze medalist for Lithuania (1992, 1996). After a stellar four-year career at Seton Hall, Karnisovas enjoyed a 
professional career overseas that spanned eight years and included stints with Cholet Basket (France, 1994-95), 
FC Barcelona (Spain, 1995-97; 2000-02), Olympiakos (Greece, 1997-98), and Fortitudo Bologna (Italy, 1998-
2000). He was named the FIBA 1997 European Player of the Year and was a three-time FIBA EuroStars 
participant (1997, 1998, and 1999), earning EuroStars MVP honors in 1997. In addition to reaching the 
Euroleague Final Four on three occasions, Karnisovas helped his teams capture three Spanish ACB titles (1996, 
1997, and 2001), a Spanish National Cup (2001), an Italian League championship (2000) and a silver medal in 
the European Championship (1995). 
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